Lymph node flap based on the right transverse cervical artery as a donor site for lymph node transfer.
Lymph node transfer is a novel technique in lymphedema surgery. In this study, we present our experience in harvesting lymph nodes flap based on the right transverse cervical artery. In a period of 7 months, we harvested 11 cervical lymph node flaps based on the right transverse cervical artery (TCA). The reliable anatomy of the TCA and the low complication rate of the donor site make this lymph node flap ideal for transfer in the treatment of lymphedema. Knowledge of the regional anatomy and the anatomic variations of the TCA are mandatory for safe dissection of this flap. We also present the preliminary results of our first 2 cases in which we performed cervical lymph node transfer for secondary lower extremity lymphedema.